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CLI Presentation to the Tsawwassen Legion 

 

On Thursday 1st June CLI received a cheque for 
$5,000.00 from the Tsawwassen branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion. In return they were presented with a 
beautifully decorated paddle in gratitude, which will hang 
prestigiously in the Legion. 

 
In recognition to supporters of the CLI a decorated 

paddle was created.  The paddle displays the CLI crest and 

has a plaque detailing the event.   
 

  Thursday Evening Training 
 Thursday June 1. Towing is one of the 
“rescues” the CLI does most often and therefore it 
is important to do this exercise regularly as a 
refresher for the experienced and the training of the 
new crewmembers. The towing exercise was held 

on the north side of the Fraser River near the BC 
Ferries Fleet maintenance yard in Richmond. The 
Fraser Lifeboat was the vessel in need of aid and 
the Delta Lifeboat provided the tow. Various 
towing methods are taught, and skills developed, 

such as heaving line throwing on 

target. The tows employed in this 
session began with a stern tow and 
ended with a an alongside tow 
requiring the rigging of fenders and 
attaching docking lines.  
 

Once ‘attached’, the Delta performed a number of figure 8 patterns 
to assess the behaviour of the vessels with the goal of behaving as 
one vessel. The complicated exercise went well but it did show the 
crew the mechanics and techniques required to perform a towing 
operation on the water. 

 

   

   CLI Presentation to the Ladner Legion  

On Thursday June 08, a presentation to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 61 (Ladner) was made at their summer break 

membership meeting.  CLI Crewmember presented the Legion with the CLI paddle bearing the CLI crest and plaque 
thanking them for their generous support to the CLI.  The paddle was well received, they were appreciative of 

CLI volunteers work and commitment in the Delta area. 
 
 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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CLI Supports RNSA Single Handed Race 2023 

 
 
 

The 49th annual running of the RNSA (Royal Naval Sailing Association) Single Handed Race was held on Saturday June 3rd and Sunday 
June 4th, 2023. The weather was perfect with 10-15 knot SE wind on Saturday and 20-25 NW knots on Sunday. 27 yachts were registered, and 
the ‘Delta Lifeboat’ deployed as the Safety & Race Committee boat. With a crew of five plus four Race Committee members aboard, ‘Delta’ has 
set up both the start line at Point Grey and the finish line at Snake 
Island (Nanaimo). Only 1 yacht failed to finish within the time limit. 
‘Delta’ monitored the radios as well as a visual watch throughout the 

race in case of any accidents. A race dinner was held in the Nanaimo 
yacht club and was enjoyed by all.  

 
The Sunday return race was more of a challenge owing to the 

stronger winds and 3 yachts retired even before the start, owing to 
gear failures and one medical situation. ‘Delta’ again anchored south 

of the Point Grey bell buoy for the finish. All participants had an 
exciting return leg with a quartering sea of 4 to 5 feet.  

 
As ‘Delta’ was preparing to weigh anchor, a Coast Guard 

Dispatch (CGD) tasking was issued for ‘Delta’ to assist a 21-foot 
power boat low on fuel in 5’ seas not sure if they could make a safe 

harbour. The position given was off the North Arm. ‘Delta’ began 
to weigh anchor but found it fouled on the bottom. Even though there 

was a strong flood tide and a five-foot sea 
running, ‘Delta’ worked around 180º with the 
engine reversing the pull on the anchor. 
Luckily this worked and the fouled anchor was 
freed. ‘Delta’ then proceeded to assist the 21’ 

power boat. Ten minutes later CGD radio 
advised that the position given was wrong and 
that the vessel was off Passage Island. ‘Delta’ 
changed course for West Vancouver to then 
being advised the vessel had made into 
Fisherman’s Cove. 

 
‘Delta’ proceeded to the West 

Vancouver Yacht Club where the race 
committee disembarked. Delta returned to 
Ladner transiting the North Arm to New 
Westminster and down to Ladner. Good safe 

deployment by all and some excellent training.  
 

 

 

Coast Guard SAR Audit 

 
On Monday 5th June, CLI was visited by the Canadian Coast Guard members who were conducting a national 

audit of all available Search and Rescue resources. The Fraser Lifeboat was brought over to Ladner in the morning and 
securing alongside the Delta Lifeboat so both lifeboats could be assessed at the same time. CLI gave an overview of its 

operations and the capability of CLI as a SAR partner. A presentation consisting of a slide show and film were shown. 
It was obvious that CLI’s approach to accident prevention hit a favourable chord and was welcomed. A tour of both 
lifeboats gave a more in-depth view of CLI’s capability. 
On conclusion, being included in the audit was clear approval of CLI’s contribution to search and rescue and an 
acknowledgement to CLI volunteers. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Blessing of the Fleet at False Creek 
 
 Saturday June 19. The Fraser Lifeboat departed Steveston harbour at 8am to support 
the Delta Lifeboat at False Creek for the “Blessing of the Fleet”. The Delta had arrived 
already in False Creek the previous evening due to its RNSA engagements. The weather 

was cloudy and hazy but the sea was calm. During the trip a simulated electronic chart 
plotters failure occurred.  The charts, compass and GPS coordinates were used to 
determine position and to steer a course to False Creek. After half an hour and the exercise 
deemed successful, the equipment became “operational again”.  

 
Between Royal Vancouver Yacht Club 

and English Bay many vessels were on the 
water with BC’s kids with Special Needs and 
their families who were treated to a day of 
pirate-themed adventure on the high seas at 
Boat for Hope, a fundraiser in support of 
Variety – the Children’s Charity. Together 

the local boating and business community 
create an unforgettable experience for 450 
children, their families and caregivers 
totaling as many as 1,200 participants. For 
the hundreds of kids who participate every 
year, the day is a fun-filled opportunity to get 

out on the water with marauding pirates 
never far away and enjoy a barbecue in the 
park with outdoor activities, games and 
entertainment. 

 
After maneuvering through all the “pirate” boats the Fraser came alongside the Delta at the 

Fishermen’s Wharf in False Creek, just in time to receive the blessing of the fleet together with 

fishermen and other boaters. 
Like previous years, there 
was musical entertainment 
on the dock with an 
excellent buffet lunch. CLI 
presented the harbour 

master with one of our 
decorated paddles as a thank you for donations received. While moored 
at the dock both vessels had open house and crewmembers guided visitors 
in and around the vessels with their usual enthusiasm. At around 1400 
both vessels departed in formation for their journey back to their Lifeboat 
stations. Our presence was well received by the fishermen, harbour 

authorities. 

 

  Dead Head Hazards 

  Thursday June 10, dead head clean-up. Dead 
heads in the Fraser River are a danger to the boating 
community.  They move down river and eventually 
end up in the Strait of Georgia. Dead heads get 
embedded in the mud around Ladner Reach and Sea 

Reach.  The dead Heads get trapped in the deeper 
water usually in the middle of these channels.  CLI 
will mark and at times pull them out of the mud and 
tow them to a location where they are not a hazard for 
the boating community. During this Thursday 
evening training session, Delta crewmembers towed 

some of these dead heads to safer waters. 
 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Tug on the Rocks near Sand Heads  
 
 On Friday June 9 a tug with an experienced skipper going upriver probably lost its 
maneuverability, while there was a good tidal stream running at high water, and as a result ran 
aground on the rocks near Sand Heads. Some larger ships were aware and nearby but were not 

able to render assistance. Eventually it floated off the rocks and towed into Steveston for 
inspection. No injuries were reported.  As mentioned above, CLI trains for these types of towing 
assists and would assist if nearby. 
  

     
 

Amateur Radio Field Day Exercise   

 

On 24 June 2023 the CLI participated in the 
annual Amateur Radio Field Day exercise. This simulates 
an emergency where radio equipment is deployed to remote 
locations, and then radio stations attempt to work as many 
contacts as possible over a given specified period of time. 

Are group worked 20 metre digital using FT8 mode. The 
station ran by solar and battery power, using an ICOM 
IC7300 radio and 2 buddy pole antennas in a reflector 
configuration. We managed to work 115 stations across 
North America. CLI partnerships with Delta Amateur 
Radio Society. The event concludes with a fabulous BBQ. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The first AGM post COVID was held at the 
Chinese Bunkhouse at Britannia Shipyards Chinese 
Bunkhouse in Steveston. The meeting started with 
pizzas and time to socialize with Society members 
who haven’t seen each other for a while. 25 members, 
1 guest and 4 board members attended the meeting.   

All agenda points were moved, second and approved. 
 

 
 

If you like what we do, donate NOW through:   You can find us on:   Like to JOIN? 

   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianLifeboatInstitutionInc/
https://www.instagram.com/canadianlifeboatinstitution/


 
 

 
                            Canadian Lifeboat Institution – 12740 Trites Road – Richmond, BC – V7E 3R8                                                      Affiliate Member 

                                     www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org – theheavingline@cli.vr-sar.org 

Relevant CLI In the NEWS 
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