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RNSA single handed race  
 

On Friday May 31st the Delta Lifeboat with 6 crewmembers departed Ladner Lifeboat Station at 1800 hr. for the 

transition to the West Vancouver Yacht Club at Fishermen’s Cove Marina. This year is the 50th Anniversary of 

the Royal Naval Sailing Association two-day regatta. It is the test for all those sailors that enjoy the 

challenge of sailing solo across the Strait of Georgia to Nanaimo on Saturday, returning the next day. And 

now there is a doublehanded division for couples and twosomes too. The weather was cloudy, with 8 

knots wind and a visibility of 10 nm. The journey was uneventful and the Delta arrived and secured at 2100 hr.  

The following morning the crew got up early to prepare a hearty breakfast (Andy was the short order cook on both days 

and did an excellent job) so they were ready to receive the racing committee. Keith joined the crew too for this trip. At 0800 the Delta 

departed for its anchoring location south of the bell buoy (Q62) at the starting line. At 0930 hr. starting flags were hoisted and the airhorn sounded 
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to start the first 

regatta. In total more 

than 50 vessels 

entered the race. The 

wind was south/east 

which meant that all 

the sailing vessels 

could use their 

spinnaker all the way 

to Nanaimo. It was 

only a 7-knot wind 

but the view of all the 

colourful spinnakers 

was spectacular. At 

1300 hr. the Delta 

anchored two cables 

south of Snake Island 

buoy to form the 

finish line of today’s 

race. Only one 

catamaran 

sailing vessel arrived ahead of the Delta. At 1630 hr. the last 

sailing vessel passed the finish line and the Delta weighed 

anchor to proceed to the Nanaimo Yacht Club. The RHIB was 

sent ahead to check the mooring location and be there to receive the Delta. The 

Delta secured at the 

dock at 1709 hr. 

Mary Horton joined 

the crew for the 

dinner at the 

Nanaimo Yacht 

Club.  

To commemorate the 50-year anniversary a pin, designed by John Horton with help 

from Ron van der Zwan, was handed out to all participants. On top of that, all the 

captains received a bosuns call with RNSA’s 50-year inscription. John Horton 

demonstrated how to use the bosuns call to “start” the buffet. The crewmembers enjoyed 

the dinner very much. 

Sunday’s weather forecast was winds rising to 28 knots, heavy rain and the crew 

prepared the Delta by stowing everything that was able to move around and bringing the 

RHIB inboard on the upper deck. At 0855 hr. the Delta anchored again at Snake Island 

to form the starting line. It was still a south/easterly of 8 knots which meant that the 

spinnakers could not be used and the sailing vessels had to tack to the finish line. During 

the race the wind increased maximum 21 knots but overall it was not as bad as predicted. 

At 1332 hr. the Delta anchored at the bell buoy to form the finish line. At 1657 hr. the 

last boat crossed the finish line at which time the Delta weighed anchor and proceeded 

to Fisherman’s Cove marina Eagle Harbour fuel dock to disembark the racing committee 

and Keith. At 1753 hr. the Delta departed the fuel dock for Ladner station. As of note, 

on both days whales (Minke or humpback) were spotted. At 2100 hr. Delta secured at 

Ladner station after a successful 50-years RNSA celebration and sailing weekend. 
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Blessing of the fleet  
 

On Saturday June 8th the Delta Lifeboat departed at 

0700 hr. to arrive on time at False Creek for the yearly 

blessing of the fleet. Lookouts had to be extra alert when 

the LB entered Burrard Inlet as there were many 

freighters at anchor. When nearing English Bay the Delta 

was “attacked” by Boat for Hope “pirate” boats. Every 

summer since 1999, BC's kids with special needs and 

their families are treated to a day of pirate-themed 

adventure on the high seas at Boat for Hope, a 

fundraiser in support of Variety - the Children’s 

Charity. Together the local boating and business 

community create an unforgettable experience for 400+ children, their families 

and caregivers totalling as many as 900 participants. For the hundreds of kids 

who participate every year, the day is a fun-filled opportunity to get out on the 

water with marauding pirates never far away and enjoy a barbecue in the park 

with outdoor activities, games and entertainment. 

At 1000 hr. the Delta came alongside the fisherman’s dock at False Creek. Brian 

was already there giving the crew a hand. After cleaning up the Delta an RCMP RHIB 

came alongside the Delta in preparation for the blessing. More fishing vessels and a 

sailboat lined up facing the dock. At around 1130 hr. the padre blessed the fleet, 

followed by an excellent seafood lunch which was enjoyed by the crew. Visitors were 

welcomed on the Delta in the afternoon. At 1500 hr. Delta departed for Ladner. 

Burrard Inlet was now crowded with sailing vessels so the crew needed all their wits 

to anticipate and navigate the waters. After an uneventful voyage the Delta secured 

1821 hr. at the LB station.  

 

While being at the Blessing of the fleet an accident happened at Coal Harbour where a Harbour Air float 

plane collided with a recreational boat at 1251 hr. Two of the four people on the boat were seriously injured 

in the collision. The five people on board the float plane were not injured. 

 The Coast Guard alerted the port authority and other first responders about the incident. A port authority 

harbour patrol vessel and other emergency response vessels responded to the incident immediately.  

 

The same day just before midnight an old dockside storage shed on the Ladner waterfront went up in flames.  

 As per Dep. Chief Dave Wood in 

the Delta Optimist, “Due to the access to the shed, it did take our crews a 

little longer to extinguish the fire, just due to the limited access to it on 

all sides” 

 Although the Delta was available to assist no call from the fire 

department was received. A missed opportunity for the fire department,  

City of Delta and the CLI.   

 

Thank you cruise by John Horton 

 

CLI’s very generous supporter Anne Mathieson was the successful 

bidder at the Christmas dinner for a cruise aboard the Delta Lifeboat. On 

Wednesday the 19th June, Delta sailed over to the Gulf Islands on a 

perfect calm sunny day with 6 guests aboard.   

A picturesque route down through Active Pass, up through the central 

islands to Porlier pass and back to Ladner gave CLI supporters a 

wonderful day out. A lovely lunch was served with our chief steward 

John More performing his usual hospitable wonders and keeping 

everybody amused.   

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Krista Kienapfel 
 

I am a Richmond resident whose 

formative years were spent in South Delta 

and Richmond.  My main experience on 

the water is through recreational 

kayaking. I really value helping people, 

our community and the precious waterways that provide so much for us, so I am very grateful to be 

graciously welcomed by this amazing group of people who are dedicated to SAR and marine safety. 

 

 

AGM by Evan Klegeris 

 

Thursday June 20. This year, the AGM moved East to the Murakami 

Boatworks Building. Ahead of the meeting, attendees enjoyed pizza and 

conversation with members whom they may not have otherwise seen. The 

meeting itself was dominated by two topics: the steps being taken to reinstate 

the CLI as a registered charity, and the appointment of directors. Since the 

number of nominees exceeded the number of vacant seats, a proposal was 

made to expand the board - AGM Minutes are posted on the public site, all 

minutes from AGMs and Board meetings are being posted to a restricted 

page: https://canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/board-minutes-restricted/ 

Password:  CREW01 

The AGM concluded with many thanks being said to the individuals 

who contribute their skills to the Institution beyond crewing the lifeboats - 

whether helping with administration, engineering and repair, or expanding 

CLI's local and online presence. All are greatly appreciated by your fellow members. 

Hospital charity sailing by Pat Nevraumont 

 

Saturday June 22. CLI donated the cruise in support of the Delta Hospital and were 

successful in earning about $1200 for the hospital with this cruise donation. Delta CLI took 

a group of 12, who bid on our donation, on a 4-hour cruise on the Fraser River. The day was 

partially cloudy and calm. A perfect day for the trip. We sailed out of Ladner Harbour down 

Sea Reach to Gary Point where we reversed direction and sailed up river towards New 

Westminster. On the return we went into Shelter Island and Captains Cove to show them 

more of the river. They had heard of Gilligan’s Island so we made a detour coming in to 

show them the party place. The group was extremely pleased with the whole day being 

entertained by our Steward John More and safely looked after by the 6 crew members on 

board. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Sea Sunday by John Horton 

 

Sea Sunday was commemorated at St. David’s Church in Tsawwassen on 

June 23rd. This service gives thanks to mariners worldwide who maintain the global 

supply chain and those in allied navies who protect them in areas of danger.  

CLI crew members performed a wonderful job of decorating the church in a 

nautical theme and are truly thanked for a job well done. 9 CLI members attended 

the very moving service. Also present was Mayor George Harvie and Ken Harvey, 

past president of the Tsawwassen Legion. The service ended with a tradition sunset 

ceremony performed to the recorded music of the Royal Marine Band. During the 

playing of sunset the naval ensign was lowered.  

Following the service a wreath was carried out onto the River where it was 

committed to the sound of John More playing a salute on his trumpet. The wreath 

was laid by Rev Simbarashe Basvi, Ken Harvey and John Horton. Many who 

attended sea Sunday found the service very moving and thought provoking.   

 

CARE cards By David Acton 

 

Saturday June 30th, Fraser Lifeboat conducted training using our new casualty 

CARE cards. This is very much a work in progress, and is our first run through 

while we fine tune procedures. In essence, the cards take away the guess work in a 

stressful situation detailing the important requirements. This follows a successful 

model the RNLI uses in UK (CARE cards can be found on our restricted website 

at Files / First Aid). 
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