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Donation Firefighters Charitable Society by John Horton 

 

The CLI Delta Station was delighted to receive a donation of $500.00 from the Delta 
Firefighters Charitable Society on December 30th, 2024. The cheque was presented to Coxswain 
John Horton by Captain Dave Ayton who has been an incredible supporter of the CLI.  

 
Dave is retiring after many years of dedicated service and 

the CLI wishes him a happy retirement. Dave has helped cement 

the CLI's position within the Delta emergency programme and has 
assisted us with training for which we are most grateful.   
 

Care Cards Delta 
 

PJ made a holder at the port side of the chart table on the 
Delta where the binder can be found with all the Care Cards. 

Crewmembers should take out the binder regularly to familiarize 
themselves with these Care Cards which should be used in case of 
a medical emergency. Thank you, PJ, for doing this. 
 

Joined training Delta and Fraser lifeboats 
 

Saturday January 11. For the first time in 2025 both lifeboats are on the water for joined training 
exercises. During the Carol ships evenings, David Acton noticed that the starboard driveshaft and prop were 

vibrating when going into higher rpm’s and this was investigated by John Oystensen and crew before joining 
the Delta. After trying some different rpm’s and observing the vibration in the aft cabin it was determined 

that the vibration is severe and does 
warrant a haul out (which took place 
Wednesday January 15). The 
inspection hatch was opened to see if 

anything fouled the prop. At one time 
Richard thought he saw a yellow rope 
but after trying multiple times to 
“hook” the rope, nothing was found. 
Due to the severity of the vibration it 
was decided to leave the starboard 

engine in neutral for the remainder of 
the training unless it was needed for manoeuvring of the vessel. 

In Sea Reach the Delta launched the RHIB and crewmembers got the 
chance to do some sticks with the Fraser, who was limping along on one 
engine. After this exercise Delta anchored and the Fraser came alongside. 
Happy New Year’s whishes were exchanged while enjoying coffee, tea and 

cookies.  
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Brian handed out the new slip-ons to Ken Lewis, Ken Robertson, Tom Everatt and Ron van der Zwan. Crewmembers will get theirs once 

they signed of all their New Crewmember, Crewmember or Advanced Crewmember tasks and did the exam. David Acton, who unfortunately was 
not able to join today’s training, does have the current list with all current qualified crewmembers and they will receive their slip-ons once he is 
back. 

 

Damaged prop Fraser  

by David Acton 

 
FRASER Lifeboat was hauled out on 15 Jan 2025 in 

Steveston to do a hull inspection, quick clean, and repair a 
damaged prop. During training and following normal SOP the 
portable fire pump was in use when somehow the basket strainer 
on the end of the suction hose went into the prop tunnel. A revised 
SOP is now in place. Thanks to John O and PJ who worked 
tirelessly to get the prop off and taken in for repairs. 
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New GAR assessment sheet 
 

RCMSAR has introduced a new GAR worksheet. The maximum score of 
each item is now 5. A new category about the Vessel & Equipment has now 
been added. During the coming months crew and coxswains will familiarize 
themselves with this new scoring and GAR sheet. 

 

 
 

The CLI participated again with the Delta lifeboat at Granville Island and 
with a booth at BC Place. This is the first year at the boat show that the CLI 
can accept electronic donations by use of the Square reader. This boosted the 
donations to an all time high. More about that in the next newsletter. 
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Like last year the new mugs were a huge 

success although at the beginning of the boat 
show some blue mugs of the previous batch 
were available and many visitors preferred 
the blue ones over the white. Knowing this 
the CLI knows what to do for the next mug 
order. 

Monika designed an International 
Nautical Flag sheet with at one side the 
alphabet and at the other side flag 
combinations, radio channels and CLI 
information. Visitors received a laminated 
sheet if they donated $10.00. These sheets 

went also as hot cakes. Visitors also asked for sheets about the buoy system which the CLI didn’t have but will be available for the next boat show. 
Besides fundraising and educating the public getting more volunteers is one of the other goals during the boat show. A fair number of visitors 

were interested in joining the CLI. Brochures with contact information were 
handed out and hopefully some of them will join the CLI. 

 
 
 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/

