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Derelict Boat Move 
 

Saturday March 29. The CLI was asked to move a derelict boat from Ladner Habour to the Ferry Road boat ramp for scrap/recycling at 
Captain’s Cove Boatyard. The derelict boat had been moored at the Ladner Lifeboat Station opposite the Delta Lifeboat. It had been there for a 
considerable time as the owner passed away some years ago. A plan was made and adjusted after considering inputs from all crewmembers. It was 

decided to do an alongside tow all the way to the boat ramp, knowing that with the high tide there would be enough depth unde rneath the Delta 
Lifeboat. While leaving the Station, the help of the RHIB was required to push the Delta Lifeboat to starboard because the prop walk and the 
derelict boat along the port side which pulled the Delta Lifeboat to port more than usual. Once out of the slip the Delta Lifeboat proceeded to the 
boat ramp. In return the CLI received many photos and videos of the whole operation. At arrival the Delta Lifeboat moored at the boat ramp dock 
and the RHIB was used to tow the derelict boat to the dock. There it was put on a trailer for transport to the boat yard. The  whole operation went 
relatively smoothly although communication with the RHIB needs to be improved.   

 

   

Delta and Fraser Lifeboats Fly the Flag 
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If you like what we do, donate NOW through:  You can find us on: Like to JOIN? 
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Delta Lifeboat FLIR 
 

 Delta Lifeboat now has a 
Forward Looking Infra-Red 
camera. FLIR refers to a 
technology that uses thermal 
imaging to detect heat emitted by 
objects. This technology is 

widely used in various 
applications due to its ability to 
provide real-time thermal images 
even in darkness or poor 
visibility conditions. The Delta 
Lifeboat will use this camera at 

night and during fisheries to 
make the fishing vessels and there 

nets more easily visible. It will also be used when looking for logs and during 
searches, on land (shore search) or on the water (PIW).  
 Some challenges were encountered during the installation but finally 
success in installing the camera, MFD (Multi-function display) and joystick was 

achieved. We are still waiting to receive an additional cable to make the joystick 
operational. In the meantime, the camera can be moved by using the soft keys 
on the touch panel. In the coming months crewmembers can familiarize 
themselves with the thermal image during training sessions. 

 

Electronic Flare 
 

 Fraser Lifeboat has now an electronic flare. This flare replaces the type A, B and C 
flares, it won’t expire but has to be accompanied by a type D orange smoke flare.  
 

RCYC PCCC Day 
 
 On Saturday April 
12 the Royal City Yacht 

Club held their annual Pleasure Craft Courtesy Check (PCCC) 

at the Imperial Dock in Steveston. The CLI was again invited 
to perform the PCCC’s. The Delta Lifeboat came down from 
Ladner and anchored at the westside of the dock with stern 
lines to the dock. CLI crewmember B.C. Fire Sprinklers, 
performed the fire extinguisher checks free of charge. 
Crewmembers received instructions, information sheets, 

forms and decals after which they started the inspections. For 

many of the CLI crew it was good to see the club members again and for the new 
crewmembers, it was good to get acquainted with the RCYC members and to gain 
experience in performing a PCCC.    
 When all the PCCC’s were done and all the RCYC members were handed 
their inspection reports and decals, the CLI crew was invited to a pot luck lunch on the 

dock. RCYC member Doug Maxwell handed CLI Director B Cook $1,175.00 in 
donations from the appreciative RCYC members. Doug suggested for the CLI to come 
to one of their club evenings to explain about CLI and to share boating safety tips. This 
was again a great full event and looking forward to next year’s event. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Southern Straits Race Safety Patrol 
 
 The annual Southern Straits Race was this year held from Thursday April 18 th till Saturday April 20th by the West 
Vancouver Yacht 
Club. The Delta 

Lifeboat attended 
the race as a safety 

vessel. On Thursday 
April 18th the Delta departed at 1800 hours 
and proceeded to English Bay where an 
anchorage would be chosen depending on the 

wind direction. The voyage was uneventful 
and the decision was made to anchor at West 
Bay where the Delta Lifeboat arrived at 2110 
hours.  
 Friday April 19th. After a hearty 
breakfast the Delta Lifeboat weighed anchor 

at 0900 to anchor off Dundarave Pier for the 
start of the race. 70 vessels entered the race spread over different categories. Although the weather forecast predicted 20-30 knots NW winds the 

day was started with only 4-6 knots winds. At 1050 hours Delta Lifeboat again weighed 
anchor to commence the Safety Patrol towards Halibut Bank, Sangster Island and the 
Ballenas Islands. A 2 -
watch system of 4 hour on 

and 4 hour off was 
maintained to monitor the 
radios and keep a visual 
watch. North of Halibut 
Banks RCMSAR unit 14 
(Gibson) came alongside 
for a meet and greet. After 

our famous cookies and 
coffee, the RMCSAR 
team asked to practice an 
alongside and stern tow 
because they had two new 
crewmembers aboard. 

Both activities were 
successfully done and 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/


 
 

 
                           Canadian Lifeboat Institution – 12740 Trites Road – Richmond, BC – V7E 3R8                                                        Affiliate Member 

                                     www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org – theheavingline@cli.vr-sar.org 

offers were made to practice more regularly on Saturday mornings with both CLI vessels, both Delta and Fraser Lifeboats could be made available 

at short notice for exercises around Iona. After the exercises Delta Lifeboat continued the Safety Patrol and had no issue catching up with the 
sailboats. At 6pm the wind started to pick up and during the night we saw gusts up to 35 knots NW which was also noticeable in the sea state 
because the Delta Lifeboat had to plough through 6’ waves. Vessels that rounded Sisters Island were able to hoist their spinnakers which gave 
them a speed of around 15 knots.  
 During the first watch, 20:00 – 24:00, a call was monitored between the Canadian Coast Guard and a sailing vessel 7 nm east of Delta 
Lifeboats location. An EPIRB was activated which could mean they had a MOB or the vessel’s EPIRB was active. While CCG tried to contact 

the vessel multiple times the Delta advised CCG that they were in close proximity and would turn around to help if needed. Finally, the vessel 
responded to the call and it was determined that the EPIRB was mistakenly activated. The Delta Lifeboat stood down and continued the Safety 
Patrol. 
 Saturday April 20th. Early in the morning the Delta Lifeboat kept station in the lee of the Ballenas Islands monitoring the race. The new FLIR 
camera came in very handy observing the passing sailboats. At 0430 hours the Delta Lifeboat proceeded to the race finish area with following seas 
and after the Delta Lifeboat stood down from the Safety Patrol entered the north arm of the Fraser River at 0930 hours. This route was chosen for 

a smoother ride and to give the crew a chance to clean ship. White caps were still present on the Fraser River but the Delta Lifeboat made good 
and arrived at the Ladner Lifeboat Station 1245. As Delta Lifeboat was to be going to ‘Re-fit’ shortly Crewmembers quickly prepared the Delta 
Lifeboat by taking of non-essential items off and transferring tools and paint from the shed to the Delta Lifeboat in preparation for the refit at 
Shelter Island following. The crew did an excellent job during this deployment and are looking forward to the next race. B.Z. 

Delta Refit  
Straight after the Southern Straits Race the Delta Lifeboat was scheduled for her biannual refit at Shelter island. Unfortunately, a mistake was 
made scheduling the haul out and Delta had to wait a week before the refit could commence. In order to lose not too much time  crewmembers 
started to prep the Delta already at the Ladner Lifeboat Station. 
 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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     National Day of Mourning  

 

April 28th is the National Day of Mourning in Canada to 
commemorate all those who lost their lives on the job. There are 
ceremonies all across the country, with the flag being lowered to 
half mast and a moment of silence being observed at 11:00. Every 
year, people gather at the Fisherman's Memorial Statue in Garry 
Point to remember those who were lost or injured at sea. This 

observance is a way to honour those that have died while 
renewing a commitment to making sure as many people get home 
safe and are unharmed in the workplace. The Fisherman's 
Memorial is a large metal replica of a needle used to mend fishing 
nets. Commissioned in 1990, the memorial had 147 names when 
it was unveiled in 1996, with new names being added 

continuously over the years.   
 

A large crowd gathered beneath pop up tents and umbrellas 
in the solemn wintery drizzle to speak in memory of those that 
were lost and lay wreaths at the base of the memorial. CLI Director B Cook placed a wreath on behalf of the CLI. There were many other 
delegations and families placing wreaths as well. 

 
The Fraser Lifeboat and local RCMSAR vessel anchored off the rocks near the statue to pay homage to those we honour and remember. A 

duo bosun whistle salute before ceremonially ringing the eight strikes on the ship's bell that signal the final rest of sailors.   
 

It was a moving ceremony that showed the deep importance of fisheries in our community as well as the dangers of working out at sea. By 
grieving together, we honour the sacrifice of those work on the water and remember to always keep safety in mind.  

 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/


  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 2025 APRIL 27 - MAY 3 


