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Fraser Lifeboat Rescues Two Paddleboarders on the River Near Garry Point 
 

Thursday July 31. While Fraser Lifeboat was departing Steveston Harbour for training, the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) sent out a call for 
two paddleboarders in distress south of Sand Heads jetty. A woman had been carried away by the current and was separated from her husband. 
Fraser Lifeboat promptly responded to the call by giving their location and that they were on their way to assist.  

Just past Garry Point Park a fishing vessel was seen station keeping near 
the jetty, where once closer, a person was seen waving a cloth from the 
jetty.  The CCG was advised that the first paddleboarder was located. The 
Fraser Lifeboat then beached on the rocks near the woman’s location. The 
foldable ladder was deployed from the bow and Oliver assisted the woman 
bringing her paddleboard and paddle onboard. She was very shaken but 
physically unharmed. She indicated that her husband was up river.  

CCG was given a situation update and Fraser Lifeboat went back up river 
to locate the man. He was spotted on Shady Island roughly 4 km up river on 
the South side of the island on the shore of the main channel that would be due 
South on the same longitude as the Fraser Lifeboat Station. Fraser Lifeboat 
beached near the paddleboarder, deployed the ladder and Oliver assisted the 
man getting his deflated and packed up paddleboard on to the Fraser. CCG was 
updated that both paddleboarders were safe on the Fraser and of the plan to 
drop them off at Steveston Harbour, closing with an update to CCG after the 
transfer to shore was completed. Drop off at the fuel station (closest to their 
parked car at Garry Point) was not possible as the gate was closed so the couple 
was dropped off on the concrete dock which is connected to the parking lot 
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near the cannery. Fraser stayed with the paddleboarders equipment until the couple returned with their car to pick up their gear. Crew received 
many thanks from the couple and continued with docking practice.  

The good training regime of the crew allowed them to execute the skills needed to get the couple back safely. The CLI is fortunate to have 
skilled mentors passing down knowledge to the newer crew members, as well as experienced coxswains and crew to handle situations. Training 
times double as safety patrols, which is important as recreational waterway use grows. The current was able to separate this couple by a long 
distance even though they were close to the harbour. Bravo Zulu Fraser Lifeboat! 
 
A writeup was sent to the Delta Optimist and Richmond News and both online newspapers featured it. 
 

 
 
Long weekend safety patrol - sailing vessel 
without fuel 
 
 On Monday August 5th the Fraser LB departed 
Steveston harbour at 10:14 for a BC Day safety patrol. 
It was noticed that just outside the harbour in the 
middle of the shipping lane a sailing vessel was 
anchored with two persons and a dog. As this would be 
a hazard for commercial traffic the Fraser approached 
the vessel to see if they needed any assistance and if 
not, that they were not allowed to anchor in a shipping 
lane. The skipper informed us that they ran out of fuel 

and would like to get a tow to the Steveston fueling dock if there were no towing costs involved. Fraser 
crew ensured them that the tow would not cost them anything at which time the skipper agreed to be towed. 
 Due to the proximity of Steveston harbour it was decided to take the sailing vessel in an alongside 
tow. Both persons on the sailing vessel were asked to put their lifejackets on. Due to the strong current it 
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was challenging to come alongside but the Fraser crew did manage to make the sailing vessel an integral part of the Fraser LB. The skipper tried 
to retrieve his anchor by himself but was not able to do so due to the strong current. Fraser crew moved the sailing vessel anchor rode to the winch 
on the Fraser and were now able to retrieve the anchor. The sailing vessel was then safely towed to the fuel dock in Steveston harbour where it 
was brought alongside at 10:45. After transferring towlines and anchor the Fraser LB continued the safety patrol. 
 At S4 an First Nations vessel was engaged in fishing and their net was in the shipping lane. Victoria traffic was notified. A sport fishery with 
approximately 15 vessels was reported north of Sand Heads. Fraser continued the patrol through Sea Reach, Ladner Reach, Captains Cove marina 
and back down river. Another First Nations vessel was engaged in fishing between S25 and Crown Forrest. Victoria traffic was notified 
accordingly. The successful safety patrol was concluded at 14:00. 
 
Camp Artaban on Gambier Island by Pat Nevraumont 
 

To Camp Artaban on Gambier Island to instruct adults and youth in SAR and boating safety. Anglican church camp and all meals will be 
provided. 
 
Day One: Departed Ladner on Tuesday Aug 5 at 10:30 under partially cloudy skies with a 15 knot SE. Smooth sailing to Gambier Island as wind 
was at our stern. We had John H as our coxswain and three crew with four passengers heading to volunteer at Camp Artaban. The bay was calm 
and we had no trouble anchoring after offloading our passengers. The camp provided dinner and we had a great quiet evening. 
 

Day 3: Today was a very busy day. Due to our departure on Friday we added two 
extra tours for the staff this morning before lunch. A brisk breeze came up so we 
had to test our skills in docking Delta into a new location for the loading of the 
tours. Expertise was required as Delta has about 10 feet to spare on the bow and 
stern with a strong wind. The wind was still blowing at lunch so John Horton 
skipped his lunch and went sailing.  
Immediately following the lunch break we 
gave a video of Delta on the Fraser River with 
the fishing fleet followed by a slide show 
showing safety on the river. The afternoon was 
filled with three more tours on the Lifeboat 
mostly consisting of young kids with their 
Moms and Dads. Dinner was good but short as 
we were scheduled to provide a Man 
Overboard demonstration.  Then at 19:00 we 
provided a safety escort for their swimming 
competition to Snake Island. As we are leaving 

tomorrow in the early morning we loaded Goblin (our sailing craft) and the RHIB before retiring for the 
evening. What a full day. We barely got in before we had to lower the flags at sunset. 
 
By Paul Holden 
Part of CLI’s mission is boating safety education. To fulfil this part of the mission, crew members participate 
in events like the pleasure craft courtesy checks. With this in mind, Delta Lifeboat sailed to Camp Artaban on Gambier Island in the first week of 

August. Camp Artaban is an Anglican Church of Canada camp for children 
and families, founded in 1923. The week that Delta attended was a family 
camp with children of all ages in attendance along with their parents. The 
theme for the week was “Rescue”, hence why the CLI was invited. 

A slim crew, including John Horton, Len Cheveldave, Paul Holden, and Pat 
Navraumont, sailed to Gambier on the Tuesday. On arrival, the first adventure 
was to deal with multiple failing bilge pumps. The crew quickly discovered 
that the portable pump wasn’t on board, even though its hose was. There was 
a spare bilge pump on board, which required a 12-volt power source and had 
no standard plug attachment. The only good luck at this point was that the 
hose attachment fit the pump. As the crew tried to devise a way to get power 
to the spare pump, they quickly realized that there were also no extension 
cords on board. Pat sprang into action, like McGyver, and turned a utility lamp 
into an extension cord, feeding power first from the generator via manually 
‘adjusted’ plug prongs, and later from a panel at the helm station. In the end 
pumping out the bilges was successful, with one crew member in the engine 
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room holding the pump, one crew member holding the connecting wires of the ‘extension’ 
cord onto live 12-volt contacts at the helm, and a third crew member holding the hose 
which was just barely long enough to reach from the engine room and out over the 
gunwale. Bravo Zulu for a solid show of creative problem solving and teamwork. 

The next two days were occupied by Delta offering “SAR cruises” around Port Graves 
Bay. Delta made 7, 40-minute trips, giving all campers, volunteers, and staff a chance to 
take a ride on a real SAR vessel, visit the wheelhouse, and ask the crew questions about 
Delta and the CLI. John made a presentation to the campers about CLI and SAR. The 

repeated cruises gave the crew lots 
of practice with line handling and 
docking in close quarters. 
Additionally, there was no place 
for Delta to tie up at the public 
wharf, so the crew got lots of 
practice with anchoring. 

On the second evening at Artaban, 
Delta received a surprise visit from the crew at RCMSAR Station 14 in Gibsons. The crew 
just happened to be checking tides on the 
navigation computer, when they noticed the 
RCM vessel approaching on AIS. Delta 
welcomed the RCM crew, including Jeremy 

(Coxswain), Sydney, Connor, and Ian, aboard for tea and cookies. Crew had a chance to tour each 
other’s vessels before the RCM crew headed back home for the night. 

The grand finale of Delta’s time at Artaban was a search and rescue demo on Thursday evening. The 
campers assembled on the wharf to watch as Delta and its crew performed a simulated rescue. First 
Oscar was thrown overboard to act as the casualty. Delta did a small loop and came back to drop the 
RHIB with two crew members aboard. While Delta did another loop, the crew onboard the RHIB 
retrieved Oscar and prepared to return to Delta. On the final pass, the RHIB came alongside while 
Delta was underway and used the boom and winch to lift Oscar back on board. From the time Oscar 
‘fell’ overboard, to the time Oscar was brought back on deck, was about ten minutes. It was a 
successful simulation and the crowd on the dock applauded the Delta crew enthusiastically. 

Overall it was a pleasant few days for the Delta crew at Artaban. Everyone at the camp was warm 
and welcoming to the crew. We extend our thanks to Camp Director Sarah Steele and Father Paul for the invitation and the opportunity to share 
the CLI’s work with campers. 
 
2025 Fraser River Fishery Patrols  
by John Horton 

 
Having been pre-warned that a large run of salmon 
might be expected in 2025 ‘Delta’ and ‘Fraser’ 
lifeboats deployed on patrols beginning on the 9th 
of August.  
The lifeboats primary role was SAR, ensuring the 
safety and well-being of fishers. This often 
involves sailing ahead of commercial traffic to 
provide advanced warning of traffic.  
As this has been mainly an First Nations fishery, 
and many boats are not fitted with radios the 
lifeboats play a major role in assisting fishery and 
commercial traffic.  
2025 Saw new tanker traffic carrying both LNG 
and high octane jet fuel. These vessels were given 
special attention by the lifeboats, especially as fishers do not seem aware of the new clear transit zone restrictions in effect.  
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On the 16th of August the ‘Delta’ lifeboat responded to a call for assisting of an 18 feet 
skiff disabled at Steveston Bend. Arriving on scene it was discovered that the crew of 
three had managed to restart their engine, but could make about three knots. The 
lifeboat escorted the fishers to safety in Steveston.  
On the 17th of August while on patrol, an abandoned net was discovered against the 
jetty at S7 and its position reported to VTS.  
Later in the day, the net had floated off becoming a hazard to navigation. ‘Delta’ 
launched its RHIB and the end of the net was towed out to the lifeboat. It was pulled 
across the river to calmer water where the crew cut it free from a 70 feet tree that it was 
tangled in. The net was retrieved (full of decaying fish) and landed in Ladner for safe 
disposal.  
In the main fishers acted in a responsible manner although it was noted a few displayed 
proper lights or monitor radios!! In total, ‘Delta’ conducted seven days of patrols in 
support of the First Nations fishery. 

 
John Oystensen engineering badge 
 

On Saturday August 9th John Oystensen received his Engineering badge from David Acton. The 
engineering badge, a black round badge with golden braided rope around the edges and a golden prop in 
the centre, is newly introduced to easily recognize the engineering team.   
 
First aid – patient documentation record 
 
Roz introduced the new first aid patient 
check form based on the care cards. A 
lively discussion followed with good 
ideas and improvements. One 
suggestion to put the patient release 
form on the back so it stays together. 
Care cards are discussed. Another 
suggestion was to do regular care card 
training exercises on the Lifeboats by 

going through one care card at a time. Doesn't have to take longer than 20 minutes 
leaving enough time for other exercises. Training was well attended and 
appreciated by the crew members. 
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Richmond Maritime Festival by John Horton 
 
CLI was again invited to attend the festival with the ‘Delta’ lifeboat.  
Owing to festival restrictions, visitors were not allowed to board which was regrettable. However, the two-day event was well attended and 
enjoyed by all, with good public engagement. 
Many kind donations were received. 
While ‘Delta’ was engaged at the festival, the 
‘Fraser’ lifeboat conducted patrol duty for the 
ongoing First Nations fishery.  
On Saturday morning, dragon boat races were 
held off Britannia shipyard. A tug and barge was 
not given way to by the racers and the tug and 
barge ran aground, trying to go around them. 
The barge struck the tug and continued to pass 
up its starboard site. With difficulty the tug 
powered its way off the mud and was able to 
continue. Lesson: do not block the channel to 
commercial traffic.  
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While at the festival, a substantial oil leak was 
discovered. On Monday morning an engineer from 
Steveston Marine was able to effect repairs to the 
oil supply lines and ‘Delta’ was able to return to 
Ladner on Monday morning.  
While entering Ladner Harbour the 38 feet motor 
vessel ‘Jacaranda’ was observed down by the stern 
and listing to port. After securing ‘Delta’, a visit 
was made by car to the Riverside Marina where 
staff were made aware of a possible problem. On 
investigation the vessel was found to have 2 to 3 
feet of water inside. The owner was notified, and an 
offer of pumps was made by CLI however, the 
marina had a large pump and was able to resolve 
the situation. CLI was not advised of the point of 
water ingress. 

 

 
by John Horton 
 
Thanks to friend and supporter David Rushton, CLI is now a corporate member of the Rotary Club of Ladner. 
While Brian Cook, John Ashikian and John Horton are named representatives, CLI members are welcome to attend the weekly lunches held every 
Tuesday at the Tsawwassen Coast hotel.  
It is important that we give support to those who support CLI. 

 
Victoria Classic Boat Festival by John Horton 
 
The ‘Delta’ lifeboat made its annual visit to 
Victoria for the hugely popular festival. The event 
was attended by the largest fleet ever!  
‘Delta’ again served as the medical guard ship 
supported by members of St. John ambulance. 
Four medical assists were attended, including a 
serious fall aboard a large motor yacht by an 
elderly lady and a gentleman aboard another vessel 
who suffered a laceration that required stitches at 
Victoria Hospital.  
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Visitors aboard during the festival were fascinated by the lifeboat’s history and capabilities. Generous 
donations were gratefully received.  
On Saturday evening CLI hosted a reception aboard with about 40 invited guests. Vice Admiral David 
Pachett and his wife Christine were welcomed aboard along with vice admiral (R) Nigel Brodeur. The 
event was a great success and a chance to catch up with so many friends and supporters.  
During the evening, vice admiral Nigel Brodeur presented John Horton and Mary Horton with a special 
plaque “in gratitude for their years of support for Canada’s Naval and Marine Service”.  
The CLI crew did a wonderful job of serving drinks and snacks and making guests feel so welcome. 
Sunset was observed and following CLI tradition, admiral Pachett hauled down the ensign!  
Sunday morning saw the usual sail past of most of the participating vessels. Sailing out of the harbour in 
line ahead, saluting the festival aboard ‘Midnight Sun’, continuing along the Victoria waterfront and 
return alongside. Always an enjoyable event for spectators and participants. 
Sunday evening saw the festival dinner held in the lovely hotel. The awards presented to those who 
continue to show so much love, devotion (and money) to ensure that classic boats continue to enhance 
our maritime world.  

CLI’s John Horton was presented with a special 
plaque from the Canadian Coast Guard 
recognizing 45 years of support to search and rescue. John made a point that the award 
belonged to all the many volunteers which have served with him over the years, for 
without them he could not have done it.  
‘Delta’ slipped at 0750 on Monday morning for an easy transit back to Ladner. With a 
rising tide, a fast return of 7 hours was conducted. Approaching Sand Heads 
approximately 200 recreational vessels were observed fishing for the huge run of fish 
still entering the Fraser. Even the riverbank was crowded with anglers trying their luck.  
During the transit ‘Delta’ had monitored a recreational vessel sinking of Sand Heads. It 
was later learned that the ‘Fraser’ lifeboat had responded and towed the vessel to 
Ladner. Well done ‘Fraser’. 
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