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Aboriginal Fishery Patrol Sunday 2 August 2026 

 

 Delta Lifeboat conducted a 13-hour Aboriginal fishery patrol 

between Garry Point and Shoal Point in the Fraser River. Vessel 

Traffic informed Delta Lifeboat in the morning that a deep-sea vessel, 

Westwood Olympia, would depart at 1830 hour from Fraser Surrey 

docks. At the end of the afternoon Delta Lifeboat moved up river to be 

ready to escort Westwood Olympia down river. 

 At 1830 hours there was no movement seen and a decision was 

made to move downriver to the Alex Fraser Bridge. At 1900 hours RCM 

SAR 7 contacted Delta Lifeboat that they received a report from Delta 

Police that there was a report of a person who possibly jumped off the 

Alex Fraser Bridge. Delta Lifeboat joined RCM SAR 7 and first commenced 

a search at the Delta side of the Fraser River followed by a search at the 

north side downstream of the Alex Fraser Bridge. Near the BTU (Barge Tie 

Up) the Delta Lifeboat RHIB was launched to search the area behind the 

tied-up barges - nothing was found. 

 At 2008 hours RCM SAR 7 came alongside to let Delta know that 

Delta Police had stood the search down. Delta Lifeboat continued the 

Fishery Patrol while the lookouts kept an eye out for any floating objects. 

At 2018 hours a lookout crew reported spotting something in the water, near 

Shelter Island. A plastic bag with unidentified items was retrieved. Coast 

Guard was informed of the finding and Delta Police were contacted to 

arrange a handover of the items that were found. At 2035 hours Delta 

Lifeboat conducted a box pattern search but no other items were found and 

Delta Lifeboat proceeded downriver.  At 2135 hours Delta Lifeboat secured 

at the Ladner Lifeboat Station where a Delta Police officer waited to receive 

the items found during the search. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Fraser Lifeboat Training  

 

Saturday August 8. While conducting training, 

Fraser Lifeboat noticed a ladder had come off one of 

the Fraser River jetty beacons. This was reported to 

Coast Guard Radio, after which we continued 

training. After conducting search pattern training, 

we put the new MOB davit to use. After a successful 

recovery, we tested the new outboard sling, using the 

davit to hoist up the outboard from the X-boat. This 

saves the crew's back and makes a lift easy. 

 

 

 

Sailing Vessel Aground 
 

 While escorting a tug and barge during a Fishery Patrol  event on Sunday 

August 9 the Delta Lifeboat crew spotted a grounded sailboat approximately 1 

nm south of buoy S10. Coast Guard Radio was advised and requested Delta 

Lifeboat to send out the RHIB to get more details.  

 The RHIB was launched with two Delta Lifeboat crew to investigate. On 

scene, no people were encountered on board the sailing vessel. The vessels name, 

license number, size, colour and appearance were noted down.  

 Once back at the Delta Lifeboat the gathered information was relayed back to 

the Coast Guard. No further action was required from the Delta Lifeboat and the 

Fishery Patrol was continued. 

 Compared to previous days of Fishery Patrols it appears that more salmon are 

beginning to entering the Fraser River as crew now report seeing salmon jumping 

out of the water and observing fishing nets with more salmon in them. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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Tow and Near Miss 
 

 On Thursday August 13 Delta Lifeboat conducted a Fishery Patrol on the Fraser River. 

About 10 fishing boats were out fishing and it looked like their catch was increasing. While 

dinner was ready to be served a RHIB with two persons on board towing a 22.5-foot power 

boat was observed near Steveston Harbour heading upriver. The owner informed us that 

they were already 

towing for 6 hours with 

Ferry Road boat ramp as 

their destination. 

Delta offered to 

take the power boat and 

RHIB in tow as the changing tide would make the tow to the boat ramp long 

and difficult. This assistance was gratefully accepted. A towline was handed to 

the persons in the RHIB who connected it to their tow eye at the bow of the 

power boat. Delta Lifeboat commenced the tow to Captain’s Cove boat ramp. 

 In the meantime, a deep-sea vessel was coming down river 

in the shipping lane so Delta Lifeboat moved over to the south 

side. Delta Lifeboat passed a fishing vessel that was fishing in 

the middle of the shipping lane. There was just enough room for 

the Delta Lifeboat to pass on the south and the deep-sea passing 

north side of the shipping lane. 

 Delta Lifeboat towed the power boat as close as possible to 

the boat ramp at which time the owner used his RHIB to tow the 

power boat the final short distance to the boat ramp. After 

receiving thanks, the Delta Lifeboat continued the Fishery Patrol. 

 

Dead Head, Fouled Prop and Broken-down Fishing Vessel 
 

 The Fishery Patrol on Saturday August 15th started at 0830 hours and ended with 

the Delta Lifeboat was back at the dock around 2130 hours. A long day but all crew 

did very well. At the end of the day many more fishing vessels came out as the rising 

tide brought more salmon in the river. At 1646 hours, a dead head stuck in the mud 

was observed at the entrance of Steveston Harbour. As this was a navigational hazard, 

the RHIB was launched to tow the dead head to a safe location. RHIB crew towed the 

dead head to the beach behind a barge at Garry Point where it was safely released. 

Delta Lifeboat continued the patrol but at 1754 hours a 

fishing vessel was observed with a net in their prop. The 

fishermen indicated that no assistance was required but Delta 

Lifeboat stood by just in case. After the fishermen cleared 

their prop Delta Lifeboat continued the patrol. 

 While patrolling upriver near Sea Reach at 1929 hours a 

flashing red light coming from Sea Reach was noticed by the 

lookouts and Delta Lifeboat proceeded to investigate. A 24’ 

aluminum skiff with 4 fishermen on board was anchored 

because their prop had problems. A tow was requested to 

Wellington Point boat ramp. Delta Lifeboat took the skiff in tow heading for Wellington point. While underway the RHIB was launched as it was 

needed to bring the skiff to the ramp.  

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
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At 2000 hours Delta Lifeboat slipped the tow at Wellington Point and the RHIB assumed the tow to the ramp where the skiff was safely secured. 

After receiving many thanks from the fishermen, Delta Lifeboat recovered the RHIB and continued the patrol.  

 

Fishery Patrol Saturday August 22 
 

With Delta Lifeboat being busy with 

the Richmond Maritime Festival the Fraser 

Lifeboat was scheduled for a full day Fishery 

Patrol. To get an idea of where the fishing 

vessels were located, the Fraser Lifeboat first 

set course downriver to the Steveston Bend. 

A few fishing vessels were observed but they 
were all outside of the shipping lane. While 

returning upriver a sail boat passed the 

Fraser Lifeboat and to the crew’s surprise it 

went through a fish gap in the training wall. 

Fraser Lifeboat turned around immediately 

and monitored the situation. Shortly after, 

the vessel ran aground. While Fraser lifeboat 

monitored the situation crew prepared to launch the X-boat. The launch was aborted because the sailing vessel was able to free itself and it returned 

to the river. Fraser Lifeboat advised the sailboat to go around Sand Heads jetty because the path chosen was not navigational due to shallow areas. 

The skipper thanked the Lifeboat for their advice and continued their journey downriver. 

 The rest of the day a watchful eye was kept on the fishery and Victoria Traffic was kept informed of the areas of concentration of fishing 

vessels working the river. 

 

If you like what we do, donate NOW through:  You can find us on: Like to JOIN? 
   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 Delta Lifeboat Opens to Public at Steveston Maritime Festival 

 

On Friday afternoon August 21 the Delta Lifeboat departed Ladner 

Lifeboat Station for Steveston to participate in the annual 2-day Maritime 

Festival in Richmond. The transfer to Steveston was uneventful and the 

Delta Lifeboat moored in between the wooden steam tugboat SS Master 

(built in 1916) and the MV Gikumi (built in 1954). A Captains Cocktail 

party was held for all the participating boat crews. 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianLifeboatInstitutionInc/
https://www.instagram.com/canadianlifeboatinstitution/
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 The following morning the festival opened at 11am. The overcast 

sky didn’t stop the public from visiting the vessels as this year a number 

of vessels were open to the public. Lineups to get on board the Delta 

Lifeboat were seen regularly, something that hasn’t been previous years 

when the boats were open to the public. 

 In the galley, pins, mugs and tumblers were on display for donations; 

THANK YOU ALL who donated. Because of people like you the CLI 

can do their important work like: 

• Supplement local, community, provincial, and national efforts 

directed to the preservation of life and property and, in 

particular, providing equipment, and volunteers for marine 

safety, as well as search and rescue services 

• Assist with the promotion of safe boating practices through 

accident prevention and safety education programmes 

 

On Sunday the lineups continued crew hardly had time to relax or 

enjoy the live music provided throughout the festival. 22 Visitors showed 

interest and left their contact information as they were interested joining the CLI. They will be contacted in the coming week. Overall, the festival 

was a great event for the CLI. 

 

Thanks to the many crew who have been on the boats over the past month participating in the Fishery Patrol. What was expected 

to be a very busy fishery event ended up being an unpredictable fishery; from, at times only a handful of boats to times where there 

was a dozen or so boats working in an area. To date, approximately 1300 hours of Fishery Patrol activity has been completed.  

CLI participated in the Richmond Maritime Festival at Britannia Shipyards again this year. It was a very 

busy two-day family event with the Delta Lifeboat being open for walkthrough tours. Thanks to the 

crew that attended the show to interact with the public, and to those that participated in the Thursday 

evening pre-show vessel cleanup. 

SAR t-shirt, crew pins, and hoodies have arrived and are available for pick-up, with the Delta 

Lifeboat being the current pick-up location.  

The Delta Lifeboat has been outfitted with 20 new lifejackets, the Mustang Pro Series SAR Vest, Model: 

MV5606 was the chosen product.  The purchase was made possible by a very generous donation. 

If you have any questions or comments contact - CLI.board@canadianlifeboatinstitution.org 

Board of Directors              

 

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
mailto:CLI.board@canadianlifeboatinstitution.org
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If you like what we do, donate NOW through:  You can find us on: Like to JOIN? 
   

 

 
 

 

 

 

M/V Namao – Crew Adventure 

Hello all, I have been absent for training and patrol sessions over the last few months; I 

am happy to report that I have been taken on as a deckhand on lake Winnipeg’s largest 

vessel - The M/V Namao.  

 

The Namao, formerly a coast guard vessel built in 1975 to serve as a buoy tender, is 

110 feet, 128 gross tonnes, and has two diesel engines outputting 625 horsepower. In 

2005 she was donated to the Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium to carry out 

research and monitoring of the entire lake with a ship’s crew of 9 and a compliment of 

7 scientists. 

 

The Namao, formerly a coast guard vessel built in 1975 to serve as a buoy tender, is 110 

feet, 128 gross tonnes, and has two diesel engines outputting 625 horsepower. In 2005 

she was donated to the Lake Winnipeg Research Consortium to carry out research and 

monitoring of the entire lake with a ship’s 

crew of 9 and a compliment of 7 scientists. 

 

The work we do out on the lake has been very 

engaging. Our seasonal survey takes us to 

sixty-five stations all around the lake; at each 

station we do a fishing trawl, sample the 

lakebed with a dredge, take water samples at 

precise depths throughout the water column, 

measure the penetration of light through the 

water, and much more.  

During my time here I have come across some stunning scenery. The northern half of lake Winnipeg is 

barely inhabited and mostly untouched, I have spent most of my downtime sitting up in the 

wheelhouse just enjoying the view.  

That’s all I have for now, I should have lots of time to show up for training and patrol starting in 

November once the lake freezes up.  

http://www.canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://canadianlifeboatinstitution.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CanadianLifeboatInstitutionInc/
https://www.instagram.com/canadianlifeboatinstitution/

